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MINUTES of a meeting of the COUNCIL held in the Forest Room, Stenson House, London Road, 
Coalville, LE67 3FN on TUESDAY, 4 NOVEMBER 2025  
 
Present:  Councillor P Lees (Chair) 
 
Councillors J G Simmons, M Ball, A Barker, C Beck, D Bigby, M Blair-Park, R Blunt, R Boam, 
M Burke, R Canny, D Cooper, D Everitt, T Eynon, M French, J Geary, T Gillard, K Horn, 
S Lambeth, J Legrys, K Merrie MBE, A Morley, R L Morris, P Moult, E Parle, G Rogers, 
N J Rushton, R Sutton, A C Saffell, C A Sewell, S Sheahan, N Smith, A Wilson, J Windram, 
L Windram, A C Woodman and M B Wyatt  
 
Officers:  Mr J Arnold, Mr A Barton, Mrs C Hammond, Mr P Stone, Mrs A Thomas, Mrs R Wallace 
and Ms K Hiller 
 

47. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor R Johnson. 
 

48. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillor T Gillard declared an other interest in item 8, Petitions, as he had signed the 
petition being presented at the meeting. 
 

49. CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
With Remembrance Day approaching, the Chair of the Council had several services to 
attend and was looking forward to standing alongside his fellow councillors.  He stressed 
the importance of remembering those in the armed forces who paid the greatest sacrifice 
and to celebrate those who serve today with bravery and courage. 
 
The Chair of the Council provided an update on the events that himself and the Deputy 
Chair of the Council had attended around the district since the last Council meeting. 
 
The Chair of the Council announced he had presented a certificate to Brooklyn Dooley, 
the winner of the staff Star Scheme, who was nominated for his outstanding contribution 
in his role. 
 
To conclude, the Chair of the Council referred to a recent event as part of the South 
Derbyshire civic celebrations, at which he attended the High Sheriff’s Justice Service.  
During which an important message was shared about the importance of unity, which he 
hoped to bring into the chamber. 
 

50. LEADER'S AND PORTFOLIO HOLDERS' ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Councillor R Blunt, Leader of the Council, made the following announcements: 
 
An update was provided on the current position of the Local Government Reorganisation 
process.  Officers were thanked for the work undertaken so far.  He also thanked 
Members who attended the recent briefing and the Corporate Scrutiny Committee who 
contributed to the process, provided comments and supported the proposals. 
 
An update was provided on progress of the demolition of the old council office building 
and the next step in the process including removal of the rubble.  Members were informed 
that plans for the site were being developed and following public engagement it was 
expected for planning applications to be ready for 2026. 
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Several Members spoke in support of both the Local Government Reorganisation 
proposals and the removal of the trees on the site of the old council office building due to 
their poor health. 
 
Councillor M Wyatt, Deputy Leader, made the following announcements: 
 
Members were informed that following the additional budget created for improvements to 
CCTV monitoring, the cameras were now monitored live in both Ashby and Coalville 
including Sundays.  An update was provided on the success of the service and the impact 
it has having, assisting the police in incidents that otherwise would have been missed. 
 
Councillor A Woodman, Portfolio Holder, made the following announcements: 
 
Members were provided with an update on some areas of the Housing Service including 
the positive progress made on the backlog within housing repairs, the work underway in 
upgrading homes to an EPC C rating and the reduction in the use of temporary 
accommodation. 
 
Members were reminded of the recent housing inspection that was undertaken, the 
outcome of which was due to be published in the coming weeks and would be reported to 
Cabinet. 
 
To conclude, the new Head of Housing, Gary Hall was introduced and welcomed to the 
authority. 
 
In relation to the housing repairs backlog, a Member asked how long it would take to 
complete all outstanding repairs.  Councillor A Woodman agreed to consult with officers 
and to provide a response outside of the meeting. 
 

51. QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 
 
There were no questions received. 
 

52. QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
One question was asked which is set out below with the response.  The Member was 
invited by the Chair of the Council to ask a supplementary question which is also set out 
together with the response. 
 
Question from Councillor D Bigby 
 
‘In the light of Kemi Badenoch’s recent statements that she believes the UK’s 2050 net 
zero target is “impossible” to achieve and that, if ever elected again to government, the 
Conservative Party plans to repeal the Climate Change Act, as Council Leader and 
 Leader of the Conservative Group, can you confirm the Administration’s  continued 
commitment to the Council’s current net- zero policies including working towards a net-
zero council by 2030 and a net zero district by 2050.’ 
 
Response from Councillor R Blunt 
 
‘The Council declared a climate emergency on 25 June 2019 and adopted its Zero Carbon 
Roadmap and Action Plan on 31 March 2020. The Action Plan recommends activity to 
achieve the ambition of working towards a net Zero Carbon Council by 2030 and a net 
Zero Carbon district by 2050. 
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Whilst I share the view that these targets are challenging, the Administration remains 
committed to doing all it can in addressing climate change. 
  
There is no change in the Council’s position and commitment. "Clean green and zero 
carbon district" remains a Council Delivery Plan priority with the aim to be carbon neutral 
as a council by 2030 and as a district by 2050.   
  
The Council's emissions are predominantly driven by utilities and fuel. We have 
transitioned fifteen vehicles to electric and there is a long-term commitment to use HVO 
instead of diesel for all other fleet, driving significant emissions benefits.  Costs to 
decarbonise the Council's property portfolio, across both the general fund and HRA, 
however, may prove unaffordable, however, without additional government funding.’ 
 
Supplementary question and response 
 
The commitment to the zero emissions target was welcomed and it was hoped that the 
budget provision would continue.  It was acknowledged that online training on Zero 
Carbon was available for Members, however it was noted that not all councillors had 
completed it.  Councillor R Blunt confirmed his commitment to the target and continued 
budget provision. 
 

53. MOTIONS 
 
The Chair of the Council referred Members to the motion as amended in the additional 
papers and invited Councillor M Wyatt, who made the submission, to speak. 
 
Councillor M Wyatt spoke and then formally moved the motion.  It was seconded by Cllr A 
Woodman.   
 
A debate ensued in which Members spoke both in support and against the motion.   
 
The motion was put to the vote and CARRIED.  As a recorded vote was requested, the 
voting was as detailed below. 
 
RESOLVED THAT THE COUNCIL: 
 
1) Formally oppose the Labour Government’s Digital ID plans;  
 
2) Requests the Leader of the Council and the Chief Executive write to the Home 

Secretary, the local Members of Parliament representing NWL and the Minister 
for Digital Infrastructure expressing this council’s firm opposition to Labour’s 
mandatory Digital ID System and calling for plans to be scrapped. 

 

Motion submitted by Councillor M Wyatt (Motion) 

Councillor Paul Lees For 

Councillor Jenny Simmons For 

Councillor Mike Ball For 

Councillor Anthony Barker Against 

Councillor Catherine Beck Against 

Councillor Dave Bigby Against 

Councillor Murrae Blair-Park Against 

Councillor Richard Blunt For 

Councillor Russell Boam For 

Councillor Morgan Burke For 

Councillor Rachel Canny For 

Councillor Doug Cooper Against 
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Councillor David Everitt Against 

Councillor Dr Terri Eynon Against 

Councillor Marie French For 

Councillor John Geary Against 

Councillor Tony Gillard For 

Councillor Kenny Horn For 

Councillor Simon Lambeth Against 

Councillor John Legrys Against 

Councillor Keith Merrie MBE For 

Councillor Alison Morley Against 

Councillor Ray Morris For 

Councillor Peter Moult Against 

Councillor Elizabeth Parle Against 

Councillor Guy Rogers Against 

Councillor Nicholas Rushton For 

Councillor Ray Sutton Against 

Councillor Tony Saffell For 

Councillor Carol Sewell Against 

Councillor Sean Sheahan Against 

Councillor Nigel Smith For 

Councillor Avril Wilson Against 

Councillor Jake Windram For 

Councillor Lee Windram For 

Councillor Andrew Woodman For 

Councillor Michael Wyatt For 

Carried 

 

54. PETITIONS 
 
The Chair of the Council referred Members to the petition as detailed within the agenda 
papers and invited the Petition Organiser to come forward and speak to the petition. 
 
Several questions of clarity were asked by Members, and responses provided by the 
Petition Organiser. 
 
Councillor N Rushton, Infrastructure Portfolio Holder, addressed the meeting and raised 
the difficulties facing the Local Plan Committee in allocating sites and the importance of 
addressing the shortfall in housing provision in the Coalville Urban Area.  
 
Councillor L Windram moved that the matter be placed on the next convenient meeting of 
the Local Plan Committee.  The motion was seconded by Councillor T Gillard. 
 
The motion was put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The subject matter of the petition be placed on the next convenient meeting of the Local 
Plan Committee. 
 

55. MINUTES 
 
Consideration was given to the minutes of the meeting held on 16 September 2025. 

 
It was moved by Councillor P Lees, seconded by Councillor J Simmons and 
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RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 16 September 2025 be approved and signed by the 
Chair as a correct record. 
 

56. CAPITAL UPDATE 
 
Councillor K Merrie, as Corporate and Finance Portfolio Holder, presented the report and 
moved the recommendations.  It was seconded by Councillor N Rushton. 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The revised Capital Programme as detailed in appendix A of the report be approved. 
 

57. COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 
 
Councillor N Rushton, as Infrastructure Portfolio Holder presented the report and moved 
the recommendations. It was seconded by Councillor M Wyatt. 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1) The terms of reference for the Community Governance Review be approved for 

publication and consultation. 
 
2) Authority be delegated to the Monitoring Officer, in consultation with the Chair of the 

Electoral Review Working Party, to make any changes to the terms of reference 
following the consultation process and consideration by the working party. 

 

58. APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE TO AN OUTSIDE BODY 
 
Councillor N Rushton, as Infrastructure Portfolio Holder presented the report and moved 
the recommendations. It was seconded by Councillor T Gillard. 
 
Members discussed how seats on boards such as the Safer North West Leicestershire 
Community Partnership were appointed.  Some felt that more consideration should be 
taken on the distribution of the seats so that more opportunity was available to all groups.  
It was suggested that options such as observing roles be considered. 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The Housing, Property and Customer Services Portfolio Holder be appointed to represent 
the Council on the Safer North West Leicestershire Community Partnership. 
 

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.31 pm 
 

 


