Work requests received — Community Scrutiny Committee

Community Scrutiny Committee

Request

Position

Waste Services Review

This work was intended to be presented at an extraordinary meeting of the Community Scrutiny
Committee in September 2024. This was postponed due to a lack of clarity from the new Government
on what household recycling collection arrangements will be acceptable and the need for the Council
to be assured that it will be compliant.

Update December 2024

DEFRA ministers were written to in September this year setting out the need for urgent clarity on the
waste and recycling position regarding Simpler Recycling. This included reference to our aging fleet as
well as the delays to delivery and the impact this may have on meeting our obligation in the new
Environment Act. A copy of the letter was provided to Council in November. The Chief Executive is also
seeking a meeting with the minister. The press release issued on the 12 Nov also updates on the
situation. To date no response to the letter has been received and the position remains as reported to
Council.

Update February 2025

An additional meeting of the Community Scrutiny Committee will be held on Thursday, 27 March, to
consider this item.

National Forest Line

It was agreed that there would be further review by Community Scrutiny following item in December
2023 to seek to provide support to the lvanhoe/National Forest Line.

¢ Initially agreed that NWL (with LCC) would seek to arrange a further briefing/meeting with
Network Rail following Outline Business Case approval and enable further engagement for
Scrutiny. However, since December 2023 the situation has changed (as the update in
September 2024) with the cancellation of the RYR programme in her statement on 29 July
2024.
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Update

The project has been identified within the District Regeneration Framework to ensure remains
visible in the Council’s work plan to support other partners in delivery. It is proposed that any
updates from partners and support that the Council may be able to provide will be reported to
Scrutiny through the annual update report on the Framework.

September 2024 (from DfT)

The Chancellor announced the cancellation of the RYR programme in her statement on 29 July
2024.

The RYR projects will now come to an orderly close and no further funding will be provided
through the programme.

Where projects are not currently live, no new work will be started. For projects which have
development or design work in progress, DfT are considering the best way to bring these
projects to a close.

For Ivanhoe, this will mean that no new work will start.

The Chancellor also announced that the Transport Secretary will be undertaking a review of
the Department’s investment portfolio, including individual RYR projects.

DfT Capital Review underway and is considering alignment of individual infrastructure
projects with government’s priorities of growth, housing, jobs and value for money.

The review is being progressed in two phases — the first will consider RYR projects plus other
Network North proposals, the second will have a larger scope. The outputs will help to inform
a wider Spending Review in 2025 however some announcements could be made before then.

March 2025

No further update.
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Air Quality and resident engagement

Update February 2025

Information on what the Council does regarding schemes to promote/address warm homes, and
Energy Efficiency in Private Homes in NWL - particularly relating to how the schemes are
communicated, scheme up-take, resident targeting, and effectiveness in reducing bills and emissions
and promoting air quality, will be shared with the Scrutiny Work Programming Group ahead of the
meeting on 5 March 2025, for any further consideration. Democratic Services confirmed with
Councillor Lees, who had raised the issue, that he was happy with this approach and there was no
need for Officers to attend the Scrutiny Work Programming Group to discuss this.

Update March 2025

The Scrutiny Work Programming Group were content with the work being done in this area, requested
that the Portfolio Holder be informed, and agreed that no further action was required.

Scoping work on Warehouse Design

At the Scrutiny Work Programming Group meeting in December 2024, a request was made to examine
the design of warehouses around the district, given the significant number of them within the district
and with further growth projected. It was agreed that scoping work for further discussion will be
carried out after the submission of the Local Plan in 2026.

Water Management in the Coalville Strategic Growth Area

Councillor Eynon submitted a scoping form to Officers in February 2025. Her suggestion was to
scrutinise the state of the River Sence and problems with combined sewage outflows in the area, in
light of the issues caused for local residents, and the national spotlight on the water industry and
problems of waste management and under-investment. Suggested likely stakeholders who will need
to be consulted include: the Environment Agency, the County Highway Authority, the Lead Local Flood
Authority, the Planning Authority, the Local Plan Committee, Hugglescote and Donington le Heath
Parish Council, District Councillors, local residents, local landowners, Leicestershire and Rutland
Wildlife Trust. The scoping form will be presented to the Scrutiny Work Programming Group for initial
consideration at their meeting on 5 March 2025.
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Update March 2025

The Scrutiny Work Programming Group agreed to set up a Task and Finish Group to examine the issue
further. An initial report will be presented to the Community Scrutiny Committee, to approve the
terms of reference and composition of the Task and Finish Group, in June 2025.




