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MINUTES of a meeting of the COMMUNITY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE held in the Stenson 
House, London Road, Coalville, LE67 3FN on THURSDAY, 23 APRIL 2026  
 
Present:  Councillor T Eynon (Chair) 
 
Councillors A Barker, M Ball, C Beck (Substitute for Councillor S Lambeth) and D Bigby  
 
In Attendance: Councillors J Legrys and P Moult  
 
Portfolio Holders: Councillors R Blunt, A C Woodman and M B Wyatt 
 
Officers:  Mr Z Fazil, Mrs W May, Mrs R Wallace and Mr P Wheatley 
 

36. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors M French, K Horn and S Lambeth. 
 

37. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
Councillor Paul Lees advised that some Members had received correspondence from a 
third party in relation to an item on the agenda. It was confirmed that this did not constitute 
a disclosable pecuniary interest and no declarations of interest were made. 
 

38. PUBLIC QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 
 
There were no public questions. 
 

39. MINUTES 
 
Consideration was given to the minutes of the meeting held on 25 February 2026. 
 
It was moved by Councillor A Barker, seconded by Councillor L Windram    and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 25 February 2026 be approved as a correct record of 
proceedings. 
 

40. OUTSTANDING ACTIONS UPDATE 
 
The update was noted. 
 

41. CABINET RESPONSE TO SCRUTINY RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The update was noted. 
 

42. MOIRA FURNACE VISITOR EXPERIENCE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME (PHASE 
TWO) 
 
Councillor A Woodman, Portfolio Holder, presented the report.   
 
The Chair welcomed Mark Scothern, the Chair of the Moira Furnace Museum Trust, to the 
meeting who was invited to address the Committee.  He thanked the Council and officers 
for their ongoing support and highlighted the success of the recent reopening event.  He 
confirmed that the Trust were in full support of the phase two proposals and was looking 
forward to continuing to work in partnership with the Council. 
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Several questions of clarity were asked and responded to by officers. 
 
Members welcomed the improvements made to the site and praised the quality of the 
refurbishment works. The Furnace was described as one of the district’s key heritage and 
tourism assets, and members highlighted the importance of continuing to promote the 
positive work undertaken by the Council. 

Several Members raised concerns regarding potential parking charges, stressing the need 
to avoid excessive charges that could deter visitors or local residents. Suggestions 
included consideration of local resident concessions and ensuring a balance between 
income generation and accessibility. 

Questions were raised about the Council’s responsibilities as custodian of a historic 
building. Officers confirmed that all necessary consents had been obtained and that 
Historic England requirements had been met. 

Members discussed the tight delivery timetable in the context of Local Government 
Reorganisation (LGR). Officers acknowledged the challenging timescales but advised that 
delaying approval would significantly increase the risk of the project not proceeding. 
Arrangements were being made to support continuity, including risk management and 
handover planning. 

A discussion was held on the positive impact the site had on the area including reducing 
anti-social behaviour, volunteer engagement, opportunities for younger people and work 
experience placements. Planned future activities as well as possible ideas for the future 
were also acknowledged. 
 
Officers clarified the funding process and the forthcoming proposal to Cabinet to allocate 
the £2,455,000 investment required to continue with the improvements at Moira Furnace.  
The Committee were in full support of the project, and it was therefore recommended that 
Cabinet allocate the funding required as detailed within the report. 
 
The Committee noted the phase one works completed in 2025/26. 
 
RECOMMENDED THAT CABINET: 
 
Allocate the £2,455,000 over the two-year period 2026-2028 to the Council’s Capital 
Programme from the Business Rates Reserve for improvements at Moira Furnace. 
 

43. ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE FUTURE WORK PROGRAMME 
 
Consideration was given to the future work programme and it was noted. 
 
 

44. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
It was moved by Councillor T Eynon, seconded by Councillor M Ball and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
In pursuance of Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public 
be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the business to be 
transacted involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3 
of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act and that the public interest in maintaining this 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.  
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45. COALVILLE OLD MARKET HALL REGENERATION PROPOSAL 
 
Councillor A Woodman, Portfolio Holder, presented the report. 
 
Several questions of clarity were asked and responded to by officers. 
 
The committee considered the report and provided comments for Cabinet. 
 

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.09 pm 
 

 


